SR
Shooter? Hunter? Who’s your “Good Neighbor™?

On July 22, 2000 my wife and | hosted a “Neighborhood Watch” meeting at our
home in rural Chapin, South Carolina. Prior to this meeting, conducted by local
deputy sheriffs, | contacted my local State Farm Insurance Company agent on
July 19th to determine if discounts were offered to homeowners in Neighborhood
Watch communities. My agent’s assistant responded that such discounts were
not offered by State Farm.

While on the phone, | also wished to confirm receipt of my “umbrella policy”
premium. In doing so | mentioned that it was important that my coverage be in
full effect due to frequent use of my swimming pool by my children and their
friends. | also stated that | had been doing some shooting on my range on
adjoining property.

The office assistant gave a sort of startled reaction that | would actually shoot
guns on my property. | confirmed that, yes, | did shoot guns on my property and
had for the last few decades! | thought the conversation was over when she
confirmed that my premium had been received. | was wrong.

The next day, July 20, | received a call from my Chapin, SC State Farm agent,
Mrs. Renee’ Wider. She asked about my shooting activities. | responded that |
did, in fact, have a shooting range on my property and, that from time to time, |
did use it for target practice and that | did also have friends over to enjoy that
activity with me. :

Mrs. Wilder stated that, based on that information, she would give me seven (7)
days to find another insurance provider at which time she would notify State
Farm headquarters and my homeowner’s insurance coverage wouid be termi-
nated.

| advised Mrs. Wilder that | wanted to see the proverbial “fine print” that speci-
fically excluded non-commercial shooting activities on one’s own private, rurai
property. | drove to Mrs. Wilder's office at once to discuss this surprising develop-
ment.

At Mrs. Wilder's office, she informed me that a specific exciusion to shooting on
my property did not, in fact, appear in my policy. However, she said that she had
just gotten off the phone with State Farm headquarters and had ¢onfirmed that
regular shooting activities were regarded as a “factor of increased risk” and were
clearly cause for terminating my coverage.
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All of my arguments were to no avail.

After a few minutes of conversation | drove Mrs. Wilder to my home and we
toured my shooting range. She claimed to be very impressed with the safety
precautions that were taken, including the rural setting, high berms all around
and the long distance to any neighboring structures. The surrounding area is
densely wooded and my entire property is posted against trespassing. None of
these factors made any difference to Mrs. Wilder. She confirmed that State Farm
would terminate my coverage since | was engaged in shooting activity on my
property.

Next, | asked Mrs. Wilder just how much shooting would be acceptable. She
would not say for sure, but offered “maybe once in a Blue Moon.” | asked her to
consider that if this year | couldn’t shoot on my property without cancellation by
State Farm, then what about next year when “corporate headquarters” decides
that NO guns are acceptable in the house, at all? What then... and how soon?

The bottom line is that | had to give Mrs. Wilder my word that | would cease ALL
shooting activity on my property or face certain termination of my State Farm
homeowner's and umbrella policies.

| asked Mrs. Wilder to consider one other factor. What if | gave permission to
some friends to hunt on my property? She said that if | did so regularly then my
policy would be terminated by State Farm, as well. “It's just too dangerous,” she
replied.

Clearly, 1 had to do something quick. | called the NRA and was referred to their
club section. They had some good ideas on insurance coverage, especially if |
could form a smaii shooting ciub. i quickly shopped around for alternate insur-
ance companies to carry my auto, life and homeowner’s coverage. | made a
point to be as open as possibie about the problems | was facing with State Farm.
Within a few days things were looking better. | had some options in place.



)
j
)
;
)
>

I
=
(o]
C
7]
-
N
N
[ ]
<
(]
24
[
e
[l
[¢]
-

)
8
=i
5
=
[42]
o

=
=.
&

Rl
o
&
=
O
Q
&
:l‘—
Q
o
O «
O g
o3
T
>
-+ Q
3
3
s
5
o]
o)
S
o
S
oo
o
o

(9]
erty through NRA-en

urance mbrnirmar had han
allus |c|.a|||c| liawu UUUII

(W]
State Farm a full exclusion

e} mgl(n it auan eimnlar |
\J ICANSSE L VG all“b"cl 1]

ate Farm that my shootlng actlwtl ere confined to a piece of

nro adinine mv homa hiit hae a conarata rlnnd and nnunh: tax man
r!lvrl\'l ‘, L] l“‘ u\-ljun [ 1> Ill! IIUIII\‘, MMLIL 1 IGAYS WA GUPul BALW LW ALE “I LA BT VA ] [R= 7.9 IIIUF

designation. ! suggested that the piece of adjoining property be totaﬂy excluded

fram my homeowner's nnlm\; thl this was rmpr-’rnr!

TENFERE REE ~y - I Tw LA

0
g.
Z
Q
O -
<
@
1)
Q C
3
< ¢
'Q'Cs

-

=
g
=5
o C

= O
=
)
-rq_m-l

E -

1

D

3~

'.‘..

D

2]

3

3

5

}..u—

-1

&
2
2 5
;Q.

At this point, | have cancelled all of my insurance policies with State Farm and
signed with a national company that does not share State Farm’s dim view of the
shooting sports. A few of my shooting friends also have State Farm insurance
and, frankly, they did not believe my story until they confirmed it for themselves
with their local agents and with State Farm headguarters in Bloomington, lllinois.

So maybe you are thinking that | have left something out. Did | get any of this
story wrong? Don’t take my word for it. If you have insurance coverage supplied
by State Farm and are truly serious about the Second Amendment, guns and our
shooting sports, then check out my story, firsthand. Calt your State Farm agent.

As for me, it's just like the GRSC wallet card says, “No Guns = No Business.”



