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Are You a Felon Just Walting to be Caught?

The Next GrassRoots Legislative Initiative

By Robert D. Butler, J.D.
GrassRoots VP and Legislative Director

You are a responsible law abiding
gun owner. Or are you?

If you have ever taken a new pisjis
tol shooter to the shooting range, the
you are probably a felon waiting to be
caught.

Existing South Carolina law (Sec
tion 16-23-20) makes it a misdemeand
to possess a pistol unless you fall int
one of the listed exceptions. There i
an exception for members of gun clubs
but no exception for guests. Thus, if
you took a guest to the gun club and I
them shoot a pistol, they broke the lav
But, so did you. :

Existing South Carolina law (Sec z_‘i‘:
tion 16-17-410) makes it a felony for twd
or more people to conspire to commit
misdemeanor. So, when you invited thg
new shooter to come to the gun club 4
your guest, you conspired to commit
misdemeanor. That makes both of yo
felons.

Existing South Carolina law does
not allow you to possess a pistol exce
on your own real property (unless yo
have a CWP). There is0 exception

for possessing a pistol on some one else’s . . _ _ , . . .
private property, even with the permis- Mike Walguarnery and his grandson Drake enjoy some shooting. But, there’s something wrong with this picture. GrassRoots ha

, i legislation, H.3482 in the house and S.301 in the Senate to fix it so Mike and Drake and countless others like themgarent mad

sion of the private property owner. So, criminals in South Carolina. Want to help? Take the Action Steps listed on page 2.

if you shoot pistols at Uncle Joe’s farm,

then you have broken the law even i§uch as a publicly owned building, pri-or trunk of a vehicle. Some of the mostainer in a vehicle.

you do have a CWP. Even worse, yoyate residence, unauthorized location, @opular vehicles sold today are mini Current law does not protect

and Uncle Joe would have conspired tgosted business. Why? Because wans, SUVs, and pickup trucks. Thespeople for possessing a pistol while car-

commit a misdemeanor, which is &ome point the pistol is no longer convehicles do not have trunks, and mansying it between a gun show and their

felony. cealed when disarming. Current lavdo not have consoles either. Thus, theehicle, or while carrying a pistol be-
Current law makes it a crime for aneeds to be amended to allow a comnly lawful place that a pistol can beween their vehicle parked on the street

concealed weapon permit holder to digealed weapon permit holder to lawfullycarried is in the glove box. Many gloveand their home or a friend’s home, or

arm and put their pistol into the trunkdisarm to enter such places. boxes are too small to hold larger piswhile carrying a pistol between their

glove box, or console whenthey have a  Current law allows a pistol to betols. Current law needs to be amended

need to enter a prohibited carry locatiogarried in the closed glove box, consolép allow a pistol to be in a closed conSeeFELON Page 12
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GrassRoots Proposed Changes to Law
S.301 and H.3482

TO AMEND SECTION 16-23-20, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING
EXCEPTIONS TO THE PROHIBITION AGAINST CARRYING A PISTOL SO AS TO CLARIFY THAT A PERS(
MAY CARRY A PISTOL IN ANY HOME, ON REAL PROPERTY, OR AT A FIXED PLACE OF BUSINESS IF TH
PERSON HAS THE PERMISSION OF THE OWNER OR PERSON IN LEGAL POSSESSION OR CONTR(Q
THE PROPERTY, TO PROVIDE AN EXCEPTION FOR TRANSFERRING A PISTOL BETWEEN ONE'S PER
AND A SECURED COMPARTMENT IN ONE’S CAR, TO CLARIFY THAT IT IS NOT A VIOLATION OF THE
EXCEPTION ALLOWING A PISTOL TO BE SECURED IN A GLOVE COMPARTMENT IF THE COMPARTMEN
IS OPENED TO RETRIEVE CERTAIN MOTOR VEHICLE DOCUMENTS IN THE PRESENCE OF A LA

ENFORCEMENT OFFICER, AND TO PROVIDE AN EXCEPTION FOR TRANSFERRING A PISTOL BETWH ER

ANY OF THE PROVIDED EXCEPTIONS.
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:
SECTION 1. Section 16-23-20 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 464 of 1996, is further amended to re

“Section 16-23-2@A) It is unlawful for anyone to cary pistol aboubne’s-theperson-anypistplvhether
concealed or not, except as follows:

(1) regular, salaried law enforcement officers and reserve police officers of a municipality or county of th
uncompensated Governor’s constables, law enforcement officers of the federal government or other states whe
carrying out official duties while in this State, deputy enforcement officers of the Natural Resources Enforcement

of the Department of Natural Resources, and retired commissioned law enforcement officers employed as private

detectives or private investigatars.

(2) members of the Armed Forces of the United States thefNational Guard, organized reserves, or the §
Militia when on duty.

(3) members of organizations authorized by law to purchase or receive firearms from the United States
State,or regularly enrolled members of clubs organized for the purpose of target shooting or collecting modern an
firearms while these membaeastheir invitees are at or going to or from their places of target practice or their show
exhibits;

(4) licensed hunters or fishermen while engaged in hunting or fishing or going to or from their places of hy
fishing:

(5) Anya person regularly engaged in the business of manufacturing, repairifng;reposepssiEsssing, or
dealing in firearms, or the agent or representative of this pesile possessing, using, or carrying a pistol in the usu
ordinary course of the business.

(6) guards engaged in protection of property of the United States or any ageney tfieheof/nited States;

(7) Anrymembers of authorized military or civil organizations while paradirg-orthe-members thiberofjoing
to and from the places of meeting of their respective organizations.

(8) Any a persomwhile in-hisa home;-oupon-hisreal property, oat a fixed place of businegsthe person has
the permission of the ownehe person in legal possession, or the person in legal control of the home, real goperty
fixed place of business;

(9) Anya person in a vehicle-wheifehe pistol is secured in a closed glove compartment, closed codssied
containeror closed trunkor while transferring a pistol between anperson and a location specified in this item;
however this item is not violated if the glove compartment, console, cont@ngunk is opened for the sole purpose o
retrieving a drivels license, registration, or proof of insurance in the presence of a law enforceficent of

(10) Anya person carrying a pistol unloaded and in a secure wrapper from the place of purchase to his |
a fixed place of business or while in the process-ottiamging or moving-afne’s residence efrttaanging or moving
ofhisones fixed place of business.

(11) -Anya prison guard while engaged in his official duties.

(12) Anya person who is granted a permit under provision of law by the State Law Enforcement Division
carry a pistol abouthisne’s person, under conditions set forth in the permit.

(13) a person while transferring a pistol between exceptions listed in items (1) through (12).

(B) Persond\ person authorized to carry-weap@ngistol pursuant to items (6)-and(12) of-this-seetion
subsection (A) may exercise this privilege only after acquiring a permit from the State Law Enforcement Division
provided for in Article 4 of Chapter 31 of Title 23.”

SEND IN THE POSTCARDS
TODAY!

ACTION STEPS TO
0 TAKE NOW!

DN

1E
L OF 1. Send the enclosed postcards to

5AYERYRepresentative and Senator from
- your county asking them to co-sponsor
Tthe GrassRoots gun law reforms.

AW First, go to the “GrassRoots

unRights Contact Information Page 9”
to find all of South Carolina’s Senators
and Representatives listed by county.

Then, write in the names of the
Senators and Representatives from your
ad;;ounty on the enclosed postcards (be
sure to only write Senator’'s names on
Senate postcards and Representative’s
names on House of Representatives post-
cards).

e Statep, ¢ your return address on the post-
n _(E'é‘?éfs"?‘re
DivisioRg, the postcards.

Put stamps on the postcards (if you
do not have a 23 cent postcard stamp,
btakn use a 37 cent regular stamp because
it is important that all the postcards start
br #ifving soon).

d antiquethe postcards are not flat, then

s puicthem under a heavy book overnight.

Mail the postcards.

nting off you have any postcards left over,
then have friends or neighbors send in
the rest.

bl or  If there are not enough postcards,

then please buy a few more and send

them in, too.

2. CallEVERYSenator and Rep-

resentative from your county.

Call the Senate switchboardt@-
(803) 212-6700.

Call the House switchboard at (803)
734-2402.

Ask for who you want to talk to
and your call will be transferred.

Keep the message simple. Just say,
upport the GrassRoots proposed gun
aw reforms found in S. 301 (if you are
talking with a Senator) and H. 3482 (if
you are talking with a Representative).
Please co-sponsor this bill. Please do all
tOyou can to get these reasonable reforms

passed quickly. Thank you.”
If the politician has any questions,
tell them you will have a GrassRoots rep-
8%esentative explain the reforms. Then,
let someone at GrassRoots know who
to talk to and we will get it done.

10

SECTION 2. This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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GrassRoots South Carolina, Inc
Members contact their elected reprg-
sentatives to promote or oppose legis
lation concerning all gun owners and
issues surrounding the Right to Kee
and Bear Arms South Carolina.
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Note: The GrassRoots South Carolina Newspaper, The Defender, is distributed quarterly - February, May, August, Novern

_ - to the membership of GrassRoots. The deadline for submissions i tifaHébpreceding month. Submissions can be sent
by mail to Editor, c/o GrassRoots South Carolina, P.O. Box 6383, Columbia, SC 29260, via fax to 803-926-7567, or electronic
to newspaper@scfirearms.org. Original material on local issues will be given highest priority, and since permission mus
received to reprint previously published materials, items without an author and source will not be considered for publicati
The Defender is published by SuccessTALK Communications, Inc. Changes of address and questions regarding membe
status should be sent to Debbie Price at the above P.O. Box, e-mail address or fax 803-755-1201.
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President’s Message
Welcome back GrassRoots people.

ou can see from ourtime to work for the common good. Youriously. We never, ever, give our mailingoolice officers that routinely disarm good
headline that we still can contact Sean at his email addredsst to people outside GrassRoots, ancitizens legally carrying a concealed

haven't reached our webmaster@scfirearms.org.

goal of good citizens

even within GrassRoots only two peopl&veapon when the citizens present their
One thing Sean is working on is arave the full database. We tell peopl€oncealed Weapon Permit as required

carrying arms wher E-Newsletter. We already have the¢hat want to reach GrassRoots membeby law. These officers don't know we're
ever and whenever GrassRoots E-Alert e-mail list. We sendhat the best thing for them to do is takéhe Good Guys either. They're concerned

they choose.

But, we’re making progress, andist. It's a quick and inexpensive way tdDefender
if all of us in GrassRoots continue to pugiet the word out to people of important

out the effort, we’'ll continue to makeevents that need
progress towards our goal. The cost tonmediate atten-
do this now is minimal - a little bit of tion. Things like
your time, a few stamps and a few phortthe doubling of
calls. However, if you choose not tatCWP fees (atax on
spend a little now, the cost will be farself-defense) and

far greater down the road. Not only fogun control propos- §

you, but for your children as well. Youals in Horry
got some postcards in this newspaper @ounty are ex-
mail to your state senators and reprexamples of E-Alerts

to fill them out, mail them and then dowins for gun own-
the other things listed in our “Actioners.
Steps”. Do that and we’ll make some If
more progress towards our goal!
This issue oThe Defendeiis also email, please sign
our “Carry Gun” issue. Several articlesup for this. Just
discuss features of concealable firearnsend an email to

you're

able to receive [

important GrassRoots alerts out to thisut an ad in our fine newspapée with their safety, but where the safety is

in taking a gun from its holster eludes

On the Posted Merchant front, thene.

Ed Kelleher, President of GrassRoots

good news is that We have to convince people that,
as far as we “We're the Good Guys!” At the Great
know, there are GrassRoots Gathering we held last Oc-
no merchants in tober, that was the message we tried to
South Carolina get across. Some people think because
that are legally we carry a firearm, that we're liable at
posted against any momentto haulit out and start shoot-
concealed carry. ing. Nothing could be further from the
SLED says if truth. It hasn't happened to any CWP
signs do not meet holder in South Carolina, and other
the requirements states’ records are just as good as ours.
of the law, then We have to change this thinking be-
they are not le- cause many of the laws that restrict
gally binding on good citizens from carrying arms derive
CWP holders. from that attitude. Change the attitude
The bad news is and we can change the law. That’s what
that many mer- GrassRoots is trying to do. GrassRoots
chants still think of is people, working together. Everyone’s

you might carry. Future issues will béebmaster@scfirearmsgsaying you legally armed citizens as being a probeontribution is needed and is important.

dedicated to holsters and concealmentant to receive E-Alerts. We don’t sendem. They still have signs of one sort olrhanks for doing your part!
wear, ammunition, training classes andut many, maybe one a month, but thenother prohibiting concealed weapons.

other topics. Let us know what you’dones we send are important.

like to see.

to me to see busy people like Sean takgrassRoots takes your privacy very se-

While their sighs may not be legally bind-
The E-Newsletter will be a weeklying on CWP holders, they still show that
We have a new Webmaster, Seagmail newsletter with things of interesthe merchants consider good citizens
Stogner, Jr. Sean is an active CWP ite South Carolina gun owners. We’'llwith concealed weapons to be the Bad
structor, with a wife and 4 kids. He'ssend an invitation to join that list out toGuys. They still advertise to the crimi-
going to school part-time and workingour E-Alerts list. It'll be strictly “opt-in”. nals (wrongly!) that their businesses are
full time, but still takes time to work onWe won't add people to it unless theylisarmed victim zones. CWP holders
improving our website and electronicspecifically ask to receive it. If you wantshould honor those signs and take their
communications. It's real encouragingo receive the E-Newsletter, let us knovbusiness elsewhere.
On the same note, there are still

EDXplereR-

Ed Kelleher ‘$‘
President,

GrassRoots South Carolina, Inc.
Pres@SCFirearms.org

PO Box 6383

Columbia, SC 29260
803-796-8858

South Carolina Legislation Watch:

ernment keep all of their seized propan inference of being under the influ-
erty, the appearance of impropriety ignce. It effects use of motor vehicle€23-420 to make it a crime to possess a
water craft, and firearms.

By Robert D. Butler, J.D.
GrassRoots VP and Legislative Director

too great for our tastes.

The potential for abuse is too great.

Criminal Street Gang Prevention Actcent owner can prove that the seizegthers at risk.

This bill allows for civil asset forfeiture. property was used by someone else with-
The civil asset forfeiture provi- out the owners knowledge of misuse, theoes not take a position on this bill beeealed weapon permit holders.

sions allow the police to keep 75% ofovernment still does not have to returnause we do not have enough informa-

everything they seize, the prosecuting athe seized property.
torney gets to keep another 20% of ev-
erything seized, and the South Caroliniife.
government gets the remaining 5%. The

2003-2004

S. 223:Abill to amend Section 16-

firearm in prohibited locations, not just

Principles Involved: GrassRootgo carry a firearm into such prohibited
S. 31: This bhill is known as the Then, to add insult to injury, if an inno-opposes negligently putting the lives ofocations.

Principles Involved: Section 16-23-

GrassRoots Position: GrassRoot420 should be amended to except con-

GrassRoots Position: The proposed

tion to do so. Is this change a reasommendments do not effect concealed

This is not the American way ofable change, or only politically correct2veapon permit holders. The bill should

Or, isit being done merely to obtain fedbe amended to except concealed

government does not have to convict @pposes street gang violence, but not all

person of a crime before seizing anthings done in the name of fighting streadiciary Committee
gang violence are acceptable. The civil

keeping the private property.

In fact, even if a jury finds a per-asset forfeiture provisions need to be

son “not guilty” of the crime that the gov-deleted.
ernment charged them with, the govern-

sess115 2003-2004/bills/172.htm
GrassRoots Position: GrassRoots

ment can still keep the person’s seizeopposes this bill because of the civil as-

property. The government can keep thset forfeiture provisions.

seized property without even filing any

charges or even if the charges ardiciary Committee

dropped. Full Text:
When the police and prosecutors

get 95% of all seized property, it givesess115 2003-2004/bills/31.htm

the appearance of impropriety. Then,
when people can be found “not guilty,”

diciary Committee
S. 172:This bill will lower the

have no charges filed, or have alihreshold for blood alcohol content

o

Principles Involved: GrassRootseral tax dollars?

weapon permit holders, but that is not

Current Status: In the Senate Jugoing to happen this session. Therefore,

Full Text:

GrassRoots is neutral on this bill.
Current Status: In the Senate Ju-

http://www.scstatehouse.netdiciary Committee

Full Text:
http://www.scstatehouse.net/

S. 211:Abill to repeal the one pis- sess115 2003-2004/bills/223.htm

tol per 30 days law. Principles Involved:
Current Status: In the Senate JuwRights should not be rationed.

S. 301: The GrassRoots Gun-

GrassRoots Position: GrassRootRights gun law reforms. This bill is a
strongly supports this bill, just as we didtep towards allowing the people of

http://www.scstatehouse.netlast session.

South Carolina to reclaim their right to

Current Status: In the Senate Jukeep and bear arms. Current law pro-

Full Text:

http://www.scstatehouse.net/
charges dropped, but still have the go(BAC) from 0.10% to 0.08% to allow sess115 2003-2004/bills/211.htm

hibits guests from possessing a pistol on
others’ private property. This bill would

SeeWATCH Page 6
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Are You an Ant or a Grasshopper?

businesses. The gun businesses myfge must start building a war chest th.egal Defense Fund does not have
By Robert D. Butler, J.D. then raise prices to pay for those infund the GunRights PAC. Then, we caenough money to pursue pro gun legal
fergiss‘?:tﬁg%xepcg‘rd creased legal and insurance costs. Siart to punish our enemies and rewarattion or fund important test cases. We
we pay more for guns, ammo, and guaur heros. Only then can gun ownersust start building a war chest to fund
club memberships. Even worse, shooéxpect to get the respect that we déhe GrassRoots Legal Defense Fund.
Do you remember the childhoodng ranges could be forced to close argerve from politicians. Then, GrassRoots could go on the of-
story of the ant and the grasshoppegun manufacturers and dealers could be  There are many horrible gun lawgensive to protect our gun rights.
The ant was hard working and was wefbrced into bankruptcy. on the books. But, who wants to be the  The time to start building our war
prepared for the hard times of winter. | know of three lawsuits to closetest case to challenge one of these batlests is NOW! You can not buy fire
The grasshopper was a carefree sosihooting ranges in South Carolina. Havaws? So, we suffer under the bad lawiasurance after the fire, or health insur-
who could not care less about preparingg guns does not do us much good Because as individuals we can not aknce after you get sick. We must be-
for the future. Then, when the hardve do not have a place to shoot thenfiord to fight. What we should be doingcome ants, not grasshoppers. We must
times came, the grasshopper was left 80, we must fight to keep our shootings filing lawsuits to change the law. Weget ready for the fights we know are
the mercies of others. Which are youranges open. But, the legal expenseged to band together and help pay tle®ming.
an ant or a grasshopper? are overwhelming for most people or gufegal expenses of important test cases:
As gun owners, we are grasshopelubs. Unfortunately, the GrassRootsSeeANT Page 11
pers! We must realize that we are not  Unfortunately, the GrassRoots
prepared to fight the battles we knowshooting Range Legal Defense Fund
are coming! We must start getting read¢t DF) does not have enough money t

before it is too late! protect our shooting ranges. We mu = i
The anti gun bigots have startedtart building a war chest to fund thdl 24 Hour SerVI Ce i
using a new tactic to destroy the gurassRoots Shooting Range LDF. The i
culture. The anti gun bigots are suingvhen the proper case comes up, we ch All Calls Answered Within 15 Minutes i
gun dealers and manufacturers to holafford to take it to an appeals court tll i
the gun dealers and manufacturers Iset a statewide precedent. Only an al— NOT A RECORDING |
able for the wrong doing of criminals.peals court decision would protect alll OR ANSWERING SERVICE |
The anti gun bigots are suing to closshooting ranges in South Carolina. ; We use a DataMax Mobile Unit to return :
shooting ranges because they do notlike  There are battles in the Gener Y .
the noise coming from the ranges. AlAssembly every year over gun rightfl your call within 15 minutes! [
though the anti gun bigots would like tdegislation. Taking our gun rights awayll [ |
win their lawsuits, they really do not carean be a successful campaign issue b [ |
if they win or lose. get an anti gun rights bigot elected. Bull ALL WEA THER [ |
Why don’t they care if they win or protecting our gun rights is not a top prili [ |
lose? Because they are using the coudsty for even “conservative” candidates]j ER VIGES IN c [ |
to financially punish the gun culture, notVe need to change this sad state of g ”“ TING & AIR CONDITIONN B [ |
to win lawsuits. fairs. We must get involved in the pOIltl'. SALES, SERVICE & INSTALLATION I
The real goal of the anti gun bigotsal process or else we will lose oup John M. LaFoy |
is to raise the costs of doing business nights. [ ) _ (864) 255-6497 [
the gun world. The anti gun bigots are  Unfortunately, the GunRights PACg 303 Rosewood Circle i
using the legal system to increase thines not have enough money to makega Mauldin, SC 29662 1-800-302-6497 g

insurance and legal expenses of guifference in South Carolina electionSgy g e e = = = = = = = =5 5 S5 5 S5 55 Bn Bn B B on m m om o i

W1 f;lv HVJ{;

Charlest Cam

and Resident Gun Expert, Co-Hgst Thomas Lanham,
President of Wateree Arms.

Listen Every Saturday

from 1:05 pm to 2:00 pm

to the Most Influential

& Powerful Radio Gun

Talk Show in the South,
Talk Guns Radio on 1320 am

If you would like to listen to Talk Guns Radio where you live, call, write, or e-mail your local radio station and tell them about it.
Then e-mail me with the name of the radio station and I'll contact them. We are in the process of syndicating Talk Guns Radio and
want to be on a radio station close to you. Until that happens we will be on the Internet. Check out our Web site for details.

http://www.talkgunsradio.com - Host@TalkGunsRadio.com - (803) 926-5405
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GUIDE from Page 1 If you're not going to train regu- What caliber of name-brand,one who can show you what I'm talking
larly, donotbuy a semi-automatic hand-short-barreled, spur-less (or conceale@bout. If in doubt about any aspect of
basis for their own recommendations. 9Un (2 “pistol”), and don'’t let anyone talkhammer) revolver should you buy? Reathis, simply get a .38 Special. You'll be
In any case, don't be put off beYOU into getting one. Although there aren. well-armed.
cause | start with some basics — jr'€nany excellent and reliable semi-autos ~ Geta .38 Special or .357 Magnum A final note: don’t concern your-
only a few paragraphs, and they're ne@_\/_ailable nowadays (Glocks being _aaliber revqlver. _ _ self about recoil of a lightweight .357
essary for clarity. prime exgmple; I own several), the|r Guns in .38 Special callber_wergMag_num. Ifyou ever have '_[o shoot your
First, Get the Terminology Straight_compara_tlve mechar_ncal and _opere_ltlonahe stgndard law enforcement caliber igun in dire circumstances, it's likely that
A bulletis the actual projectile thatComplexity al_nd their potent|al_ fallur_eAmerlca fgr over half a century, anoyou’ll only have to do so a c_ouple of
shoots out of a gun. Bullets are usuaIIV‘OdeS are simply not compatible withthey are still used by many law-enforcetimes. You'll never feel the recoil. In fact,
made of lead. They may be covered witHS€ byinexperienced_oruntrained peopIH_]ent officers_ and citizens. A .3_8 Spebecause of the way the human body
a thin copper-alloyjacket that serves Let me repeat: if you aren't a gurcial revolver is not so large that it's hardvorks under s_tress, you may _not even
various purposes. person, or if you don’t trust yourself toto carry or shoot, and not so small thdtear the gun fire. In any case, if you do
Cartridgesare the individual com- regularly maintain or train with your gun,it's ineffective at stopping attackersget a .357 and decide it kicks too much,
plete units of ammunition. A single carYOU shouldnot carry a semi-automatic Furthermore, any place that sells amyou can always load it with .38 Specials.
tridge consists of dullet that is set handgun. Get a revolver. munition will sell .38 Special cartridges. Speaking of firing the gun — what
tightly into one end of a powder-filled _Whe}t features should a revolveitn sum, d_o not buy a gun that _shoots ammunition should you usg? Read on.
metal case Cartridges are what youthat is suited to both home defense arm!naller diameter or Weal_ker cal_lber car- Loa_d your revolver with jacketed
load into a gun. Handgun cartridges argoncealed carry have? Read on. tridge than the .38 Special, period.  hollowpoint bullets.
commonly sold in boxes of 50. Get a quality, short-barreled, spur- The .357 magnum caliber is a sig- Above, | explained that bullets
Caliber, in everyday usage, referd€ss or concealed-hammer revolver._ nificantly more powerful version of thecome in many pliffe_rent designs_. One
to a particular cartridge configuration. Get a name-brand revolver (Smith38 Special. The case of a .357 Magsuch bullet design is thieollowpoint
This configuration consists of bullet di-& Wesson, Colt, Ruger, Taurus, perhapsum cartridge is slightly longer but oth-Hollowpoints are sold in different
ameter, case size, and case shape. @ycouple of others). This is your lifeerwise identical to a .38 Special cartridgeeights, with and without jackets, but
amples are the .38 Special, .44 Magnur'MPU’re talking about, so don’t be a foolkcase. Because of this fact, you can shoall of them have a cavity in the tip which
or 9 millimeter Luger. Most rifles are by pinching pennies. The gun you buyhe shorter .38 Special cartridges in helps them expand when they hit a hu-
designed to shoot only one particula?a" easily continue to function for liter-.357 magnum revolver. The reverse isan or an animal. This expansion serves
caliber, but some handguns can shodlly @ hundred years or more, so get ot true; that is, .357 magnum cartridgesvo important purposes in a self-defense
cartridges of two or more different cali-good one the first time. | think the besére too long to fit into a .38 Special gungun: it causes more energy transfer and
bers. manufacturer of small revolvers is Smith What this means is that you cammore damage to the attacker (which
With this in mind, you should know & Wesson, but the others are also verpad a .357 Magnum revolver withhelps to stop him quickly) and it keeps
thatbullets— the actual projectiles __good. _ chea_per, milder-repoiling .3_8 Speciathe bullet from _passing through the at-
come in many weights and designs, even Get a revolver with a barreglo cartridges for practice shooting. Whemacker and hitting an innocent person
for one particular caliber. These differlonger than 2 1/2 inchedecause that you load the .357 Magnum revolver fofwhich has happened many times with
ent weights and designs allow bullets i§ize handgun can easily be cgrried coaglf-defense, you can use either .38 Spether types of bullets). _
be custom-tailored for particular app"_cealed by just about anyone, in any nocial cartndgeg or high-powered .357 Jacketed hoIIo_vvpomts of .357
cations, such as target shooting, hunfoal concealment manner. If you're adagnum cartridges. Magnum or .38 Special caliber are gen-

ing, self-defense, etc. A well-stocked@rger person, or have good reasons for  If the above confuses you, read i

ammunition dealer will have several bulPuying a particular revolver, the maxi-again. If that doesn't help, find someSeeGUIDE Page 13

let options available for each caliber, ang"m barrel length can be extended to-3
all of them can be shot in any gun of’ches.

that caliber. Don’t be concerned about the re ‘ — N N e N
Handguns come in two basic typesqluced aiming qualities of a short-bar A

The first type is thesvolver which has réleéd handgunin CO"_‘p?‘fi,Son to a londls <k % lAN D oF TH E s KV

a visible rotating cylinder that holds thé®arreled handgun. This isn't a target gu 2

ammunition. Double-action revolvers —It'S @ self-defense gun, and precision ai

the type we're interested in for self-delNd features are not necessary. Why
fense — require a comparatively longf'rst if you're under attack there’s little|
firm trigger pull to fire. A single pull of chance that you'll actually aim the gu

the trigger rotates the cylinder (putting" the conventional sense. You will in
a fresh cartridge in positiond fires steadpoint it at your attacker and pull

the gun. Revolvers typically hold five orthe trigger. You'll never see the sight: EL_. 2

six cartridges. — a phenomenon often reported eveh =
canld be finen than ta be iu Carolinal

The second type is thgstol (or by trained police officers. Second, if yo
semi-automatic). Pistols hold ammunid® Pull the trigger on an attacker, th

tion in an internal magazine. Pulling th&Verwhelming probability is that he’ll be
trigger on a pistol fires the gun. The gu§t Mostseven yards away — and quits
then uses the energy of the “explosiortkely just a fewfeetaway.

to automatically load a fresh cartridge ~ Get @ revolver thahas no ex-
in position, ready to fire. Currently avail-°0S€d hammer spuithe hammer spur

able pistols can hold up to eighteen (dF the curved metal piece that extende

more) cartridges. from the back of the gun and is used tp
Finally, around refers to either a cock a revolver for single-action shots

completecartridgeor to just theoullet, But you should never cock a revolver i
depending on the context, which willthat manner for self-defense use bg

generally make it clear. Let's get startect@Use it makes the gun too easy to di
Get a revolver. charge by accident. Therefore you won

Why? Because revolvers are rug?€ed & hammer spur anyway. Furthe
ged, simple to operate, easy to maintaif’®ré; and quite important, the hamme
will function with any commercial ver- SPUr can catch on clothing at the wors
sion of its proper cartridge, and are forP0ssible moment. 5
giving of grime, lack of lubrication, and ! highly recommend specigght-
other neglect. Furthermore, if you pullveéightrevolvers, such as those madg
the trigger on a revolver and it doesn'¥ith titanium or aluminum alloys. Ex-
fire, you can pull the trigger again an@mples are the Smith and Wesso
bring an entirely new cartridge into fir- AlrLite” or “Scandium” models and the
ing position. Incidentally, this is exactly Taurus “Ultra-Light” and “Total Tita-
why policemen, hunters, campers, an@um” models. Why lightweight? Be-
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other experienced folks (including my-£ause they are more comfortable (g
self) frequently carry revolvers. Be-Carmy if you decide to carry. Five-sho

cause revolvers are simple and ruggebqvolvers are usually somewhat smallg

a used revolver is fine if it's in good con&nd lighter than six-shot revolvers, b
dition. both are suitable for our purposes.
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Sunday 10 -4
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WATCH from Page 3 When the police and prosecutors gehent. Principles Involved: Rights should
95% of all seized property, it gives the GrassRoots Position: GrassRootsot be rationed.

appearance of impropriety. Then, whestrongly opposes this bill because itde-  GrassRoots Position: GrassRoots
allow private property owners to decidgeople can be found “not guilty,” havemonizes guns, which will then cause gustrongly supports this bill, just as we did
who can possess pistols on their progo charges filed, or have all chargeswners to be demonized because of gullist session.

erty. Current law prohibits a CWP holdedropped, but still have the governmerty association. Current Status: In the House Judi-
from disarming and leaving his pistol inkeep all of their seized property, the ap-  Current Status: In the House Judieiary Committee

his vehicle to enter a prohibited carrypearance of impropriety is too great fociary Committee Full Text:

location. This bill would fix that prob- our tastes. The potential for abuse istoo  Full Text: http://www.scstatehouse.net/

lem. This bill eliminates many other leg-great. Then, to add insult to injury, if an http://www.scstatehouse.netkess115 2003-2004/bills/3324.htm
islative pitfalls that would entrap lawinnocent owner can prove that the seizesss115_2003-2004/bills/3230.htm
abiding gun owners. Please read afiroperty was used by someone else with- H. 3442: A bill to repeal the one
about this bill elsewhere in this newspasut the owners knowledge of misuse, the  H. 3253:The Omnibus Domestic pistol per 30 days law.
per. government still does not have to returiiolence Prevention and Protection Act. Principles Involved: Rights should
Principles Involved: Private prop-the seized property. This is not th&his bill increases penalties for domesiot be rationed.
erty owners should have the right to deAmerican way of life. tic violence crimes. A violation of any GrassRoots Position: GrassRoots
cide who can possess firearms on their  Principles Involved: GrassRootsdomestic violence crime, including thestrongly supports this bill, just as we did
private property, not the governmentmembers oppose street gang violencaisdemeanor crime of threateningdast session.
Concealed weapon permit holders shoullit not all things done in the name ofomeone without actually physically Current Status: In the House Judi-
be able to legally disarm to enter prohibfighting street gang violence are accepharming them, would impose a lifetimeciary Committee
ited carry locations. Gun laws should bable. The civil asset forfeiture provisiondirearms disability. Full Text:
reasonable, fair, and understandable. need to be deleted. Principles Involved: The right to http://www.scstatehouse.net/
GrassRoots Position: GrassRoots  GrassRoots Position: GrassRootkeep and bear arms and the right to sedéss115 2003-2004/bills/3442.htm
strongly supports this bill. opposes this bill because of the civil asdefense should not be revoked for a mis-
Current Status: In the Senate Juset forfeiture provisions. demeanor or an allegation of fear of H. 3482: The GrassRoots
diciary Committee Current Status: In the House Judipossible abuse. GunRights gun law reforms. This bill is
Full Text: ciary Committee GrassRoots Position: GrassRoota step towards allowing the people of
http://www.scstatehouse.net/ Full Text: opposes this bill. South Carolina to reclaim their right to
sess115 2003-2004/bills/301.htm http://www.scstatehouse.net/ Current Status: In the House Judikeep and bear arms. Current lavo-
sess115 2003-2004/bills/3226.htm  ciary Committee hibits guests from possessing a pistol on
H. 3095:This bill would make it a Full Text: others’ private property. This bill would
felony to commit robbery or attempted H. 3230: The South Carolina Ex- http://www.scstatehouse.net/llow private property owners to decide
robbery while alleging that one wasle Act of 2003. First, this bill is not neededsess115_2003-2004/bills/3253.htm  who can possess pistols on their prop-
armed, even though not armed. because existing law already allows the erty.
Principles Involved: Robbery isgovernment to impose the punishments  H. 3313: This bill would require Current law prohibits a CWP
wrong, whether armed or not. that this bill seeks to impose if the fact¢he registration of all transfers of all fire-holder from disarming and leaving his
GrassRoots Position: GrassRootand circumstances of the case show thatms both private and from a dealer. fpistol in his vehicle to enter a prohibited
supports this bill. the punishment is justified. This billwould also impose a firearms ballisticcarry location. This bill would fix that
Current Status: In the House Judiamends existing law by replacing puntesting requirement on all firearms solghroblem. This bill eliminates many other
ciary Committee ishments that take into consideration thie South Carolina. Ballistic testing of alllegislative pitfalls that would entrap la
Full Text: facts and circumstances of each casieearms has proven ineffective and abiding gun owners. Please read
http://www.scstatehouse.nettith a “one size fits all” mandatory mini-waste of valuable resources. Requiringbout this bill elsewhere in this newspa-
sess115 2003-2004/bills/3095.htm  mum sentence for mere possession oigeless ineffective testing prior to theer.
gun, even if the gun is not used in &ansfer of a firearm only adds a finan- Principles Involved: Private prop-
H. 3130:This bill would make ita crime. cial burden to the transfer. It does natrty owners should have the right to de-
crime to possess a firearm if a person  In Colorado, a young woman wascontribute to public safety. cide who can possess firearms on their
has been convicted of misdemeanamonvicted of selling drugs and served her  Principles Involved: Registeringprivate property, not the government.
criminal domestic violence. It would alsatime. Selling drugs is classified as a vioguns and gun owners is wrong. Imposzoncealed weapon permit holders should

make it a crime to possess a firearm ifl@nt crime even if no violence is useding unreasonable costs is wrong. be able to legally disarm to enter prohib-
person was subject to a protective olhen she got out of prison, she worked  GrassRoots Position: GrassRootged carry locations. Gun laws should be
der. as a model for a calendar featuring gunstrongly opposes this bill. reasonable, fair, and understandable.
Principles Involved: The right to She was charged with being a felon in  Current Status: In the House Judi-  GrassRoots Position: GrassRoots
keep and bear arms and the right to sgibssession of a firearm because she helidry Committee strongly supports this bill.
defense should not be revoked for a mig-gun while posing for the calendar. This  Full Text: Current Status: In the House Judi-
demeanor or an allegation of fear obill would treat her the same as a gang  http://www.scstatehouse.nettiary Committee
possible abuse. banger out shooting up the streets arskss115 2003-2004/bills/3313.htm Full Text:
GrassRoots Position: GrassRootignpose a five year mandatory minimum http://www.scstatehouse.net/
opposes this bill. prison sentence because this bill would  H. 3324: A bill to repeal the one sess115 2003-2004/bills/3482.htm
Current Status: In the House Judinot allow the facts and circumstancepistol per 30 days law.
ciary Committee of each case to be considered when set-

Full Text: ting the sentence.
http://www.scstatehouse.net/ This bill demonizes guns. This bill

sess115 2003-2004/bills/3130.htm  would deny a person convicted of mer D F b D I\/I D
possession of a firearm the right to ea O u g O r e S y

H. 3226:This bill is known as the “any work credits, education credits
Criminal Street Gang Prevention Actgood conduct credits, or any other cred
This bill allows for civil asset forfeiture. its that would reduce the mandatory minf ~ Our goal is to help our patients achieve a healthy & fantastic smile!
The civil asset forfeiture provisions al-mum term of imprisonment.” Yet, child=
low the police to keep 75% of everyimolesters, child pornographers, and chilgl
thing they seize, the prosecuting attobusers would be eligible to earn thosk Evening Hours Available by Appointment
ney get_s to keep another 20% o_f everygredits. 'The horrible Iesson this bi_II: New Patients Welcome
thing seized, and the South Carolina goveaches is that mere possession of a firg- .
ernment gets the remaining 5%. arm, even if not used in a crime, is wors® ' St. Andrews Rd Between I-26 & Broad River Rd.

General & Cosmetic Dentistry

The government does not have tthan abusing and molesting children ca
convict a person of a crime before seizising children in pornography. .
ing and keeping the private property. In  Principles Involved: We should not=
fact, even if a jury finds a person “nodemonize guns. If we allow guns to ba _
guilty” of the crime that the governmentdemonized, then gun owners will be des 26 Broad River Rd.
charged them with, the government camonized because of guilt by associatiom
still keep the person’s seized propertylustice demands that the punishmeg
The government can keep the seizeghould fit the crime, so the facts and cir®

s03-/98-1670
property without even filing any chargesumstances of each case should be takes:

or even if the charges are droppednto account when setting the punishj 1061 St. Andrews Road - Columbia, SC 29221
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Do | need a CWP Badge?

letter, published by the Utah Bureau aimpersonating a police officer in Soutrcerned with the impressions and percep-
By Richard Stephens Criminal Identification for certified fire- Carolina and his general opinion abouions of persons who see the badge.
arms instructors, Vol. 3, December 200@C WP holders wearing CWP badges, The effect, if any, of the wearing
Utah will most likely ban the ‘wearing hats, shirts or jackets. Captain Dortoof ‘CWP’ indicia or labels on articles of

| have seen CWP badges sold ajf unauthorized badges by permit holdwas kind enough to send me the followelothing is certainly debatable. In my
gun shows, advertised in magazines argls and firearms instructors. Wearingng reply and | thank him: personal opinion, by requiring firearms
received third class mail hawking thesany badge or identification or making ~ “The CWP laws do not address théo be concealed from public view, the
things. The badges are nearly identicalny statements that imply affiliation withissue and it is not a violation of law tdegislature intended that armed CWP
to law enforcement badges except th@ederal, State or local government entiwear or display such indicia. Howeverholders be anonymous to the public.
closer inspection discloses that insteatiks will be prohibited’ Don't be surpriseddisplay of a badge similar in design antAdvertising’ would seem to violate the
of being embossed with a law agencys other states follow suit.” So, a CWPappearance to that of a law enforcemeapirit, but not the letter, of the law. In my
name, they state the wearer to be #adge could get me in legal trouble imfficer might operate as one elemengpinion, anything that calls potentially
“CWP Holder”. | decided to researchsome states. With all the rules, regulavhen connected with certain speech anahfavorable notice to the CWP program
the subject to see if a badge would bgons, and laws regarding concealedctions, to constitute a violation of theoperates against the best interest